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I’m guessing that even the noise experts and campaigners amongst you may be 

struggling. 

We hear nothing from the noise minister…at a time the Government is taking big 

decisions which could shape the noise climate, both positively and negatively, for 

years to come. 

Emma Hardy MP, for it is she, can hardly be blamed for the silence. Look at the list of 

responsibilities the MP for Kingston upon Hull West and Haltemprice has in her role 

as Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State at the Department for Environment, Food 

and Rural Affairs:  

 floods and emergencies 

 water 

 clean air and noise 

 environmental regulation  

 pesticides 

 Net Zero, climate change and adaptation 

 domestic and international marine 

 lead for Environment Agency 

 lead for Consumer Council for Water 

Something is askew with Government priorities. Millions are impacted by noise. At 

yet the minister is just an Under Secretary of State, the most junior rank in any 

department, and has responsibility for a dozen other topics. 

I know the DEFRA noise team, the civil servants, whom I met recently are doing a 

fine job in liaising with other departments and relating noise to health, one of the 

Government’s key missions. But, just imagine, if Ed Miliband, responsible for energy 

and climate, was only an Under Secretary. 



There needs to be a Cabinet level minister responsible for noise. Not just to be the 

voice of noise but to coordinate between the different Government departments 

which are by necessity responsible for the different aspects of noise. 

The danger is that without a Cabinet member responsible for noise the far-

reaching decisions the Government is taking across a range of policy areas will fail 

to exploit the chance to improve the noise climate and may, on occasion, make it 

worse. 

Who in Government is making the case that nuclear is so much quieter than wind 

turbines? Who is pushing for noise cameras, quieter road surfaces and lower speed 

limits to seize the opportunity to cut traffic noise? Which senior minister is arguing 

that drones will only be able to fulfil their potential if noise is dealt with? Who’s 

arguing that noise considerations need to be embedded at the design stage when 

building new towns? 

Of course the individual departments will do this to some extent. But with the noise 

minister tucked away, unheard, who is going to put noise in the headlines? Who is 

going to make the pollutant that impacts millions of us one of the most talked about 

issues of our time? 

Time for noise to get a promotion. 

 


