
 

 

Clamor 
How noise took over the world and how we can take it back 

By Chris Berdik 

 

Clamor could well turn out to be the noise book for this generation. American journalist 

Chris Berdik has written a book that the generation who have only known noisy, open-

plan offices, who grew up in the age of the internet with, as Berdick puts it with ‘beeps, 

bleeps and bubbles’, will relate to. He has a strong belief that technology is the main way 

we can take back our noisy world. He is big on soundscapes. 

 

A theme running through the book is that the loudness of noise – the decibel level - is not 

necessarily what makes noise disturbing. There are many other factors which can be more 

important. He makes such a convincing case that by the end of the book it seems so very 

obvious. 

 

He has a section on how noise impacts the non-human world. And a very good section on 

what he calls ‘sonic injustice’. He is particularly strong on how many noisy activities in 

the US were rooted through poor, and pre-dominantly, black communities and on the 

inspiring way many of them fought back 

 

He starts the book with a clear and detailed look at the impact of noise on our hearing, 

making the book as relevant to those concerned about the hearing impact of noise as 

people focusing on its wider impact. 

 

Although Berdik writes with the fluency of a journalist, I’m not sure this is the noise 

book the lay-person starts with. But for those working, lobbying or campaigning in the 

noise field, Clamor is essential reading: fresh, informative and with a very modern feel to 

it. 

 

John Stewart  

Chair UK Noise Association 

 

 There is a discount when the book is ordered directly from Norton, the publisher. The 

code is WN251 and is offering a 30% discount when books are ordered through their 

UK site: https://wwnorton.co.uk/search/books?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=clamor To 

order Clamor at the discount rate click here and add the code WN251 when prompted 

at the checkout. 

 

 

 


