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GOVERNMENT PROPOSES EASING
WIND FARM REGULATIONS

The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero is proposing to ease the noise restrictions for the
building of new onshore wind turbines.

e Increase the permitted noise levels.

e Give greater weight to the (alleged) economic benefits of wind farms.

e The assessment of Amplitude Modulation (the rhythmic "swish," from the blades which is the cause
of so many of the noise complaints) should be dealt with by monitoring after the establishment of the
wind farm. This means the communities take the risk. The consultation argues it is too difficult to
predict beforehand. We doubt this. We don't believe lessons cannot be learnt from existing turbines
in this country and around the world.

The purpose of the new regulations is to update ETSU-R-97. The Government justifies the easing of
restrictions on the basis that the technology of modern turbines has improved. But it produces little
evidence to back up its proposals. The overwhelming impression is it wants to make it easier to build
turbines in line with its policy of Net Zero.

The consultation closed at the end of August. Future timings are unclear. But our view is that the
Government needs to go back to the drawing-board to develop a policy which is evidence-based and not
one which is politically-driven, as this seems to be.



NOISE CAMERAS RULED OUT

The Government has effectively ruled out the use of noise cameras, despite their popularity with the public. In
response to a Parliamentary Question, the Government has confirmed it will not produce guidance for local
authorities on the implementation of noise cameras, stating that it “does not currently have plans to produce

further guidance on noise cameras”.

Max Sugarman, chief executive ITS UK, the membership body for the
UK transport technology sector, told Highways News: “It’s
disappointing to see Government no longer has plans to produce
guidance for noise cameras. Noise is proven to adversely affect public
health, and tackling it — through technology like noise cameras — has
shown to be popular. In fact, as ITS UK’s Noise Camera: Where
Next? report shows, 69% of the public support measures to enforce
noise limits on road vehicles. We urge the Government to reconsider.
Many local authorities will be interested in implementing this
technology, but many will be unsure about how to do so, particularly
around the use of Public Spaces Protection Orders (PSPOs). Guidance
for the sector can ensure local authorities can continue to roll out this
technology, supporting a quieter road network for the public.”

Our Comment

This decision is incomprehensible.
The technology exists, is popular
with the public and would bring in
revenue. It would cut traffic noise,
especially on our main roads and
would catch people with ‘souped
up’ engines in their cars and motor-
bikes which are so unpopular with
residents

GOVERNMENT DROPS LOW TRAFFIC NEIGHBOURHOOD GUIDANCE

The Department for Transport has announced that it will not proceed with the draft guidance drawn up by the last

Government requiring more extensive and meaningful consultation by local authorities that are looking to install
Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs). The Government argues that it must be a local decision. The decision will
come as a huge disappointment to people who feel they have been short-changed by LTNs. Low Traffic

Neighbourhoods have proved to be one of the most contentious transport policies of recent years. While they can

provide quiet streets for those within LTNs, it is often at the expense of those using, living, working or attending
school on ‘main’ roads which get the relocated traffic. Many of these ‘main’ roads are already the noisiest. The

Government is selling its decision to drop the guidance on the basis of the importance of local decision-making but

it looks as much like a reluctance to become involved in a controversial national issue.




PUBLIC BACKS EDINBURGH’S
TOUGH FIREWORK STANCE

Edinburgh has banned fireworks in nine areas of the city this coming bonfire season - more than double
last year’s number. A report presented to councillors found "overwhelming support" for the Firework
Control Zones (FCZ), with at least 88% in favour of the control zones in each of the nine designated
areas. Edinburgh became the first local authority to outlaw fireworks in some parts of the city in August
2024, in response to constant anti-social behaviour. The Scottish government gave local authorities new
powers to designate FCZs in 2022 following a major riot in Dundee. Setting off a firework in an FCZ is a
criminal offence unless as part of a properly licensed public display. Scotland has tougher laws
restricting the purchase and use of fireworks than England. A number of Westminster MPs support
more restrictions in England but have failed to win the backing of the Government.

For details of the latest lobbying on fireworks contact The Firework Campaign
https://fireworkcampaign.com/

Meanwhile in Bradford.....

“We have the same issue with groups setting off several boxes of fireworks at all hours every night with
names like "Air Strike", "War Zone", "Gangland Chaos", and "Hell on Earth" and | just don't think we can
keep calm and carry on with this anymore.”

Bradford has been dubbed the fireworks capital of the UK. For 20 years residents have been asking the
local council to take action. But it still goes on night after night after night. This moving clip shows the
impact the on children’s sleep: https://t.co/vOkBqdJmsV

The Bradford Firework Campaign can be contacted on
https://www.facebook.com/FireworkDamage/posts/2953006724739070/?paipv=0&eav=AfadllUWKBpL
AaB2SmmM1BgJLMV6UbBDb1ax9CIp5gb98703xGO-qvGbfIDKTUhRNWbU& rdr




MINISTERS SET TO RELAX
NUCLEAR RULES
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Nuclear is quiet. Once built, nuclear plants do not disturb local communities. The
Government has been slower to embrace nuclear than wind and solar but there are
signs that is changing.

‘Ministers are preparing to relax Britain’s nuclear safety rules after a government report found that a

culture of “gold-plating” and “risk aversion” was responsible for huge delays and ballooning costs. In an
effort to speed up the development of Sizewell C and a new generation of small modular reactors (SMR)
ministers will pledge to take on the “needless bureaucracy” that can add billions of pounds to the costs.

A Government taskforce appointed by Sir Keir Starmer found that regulation in the nuclear sector had
become unnecessarily “complex and inconsistent” and “lacked proportionality”. It said a “culture of risk
aversion” was inflating the costs and timescales of new clean power projects as well as increasing the
cost of replacing the UK’s nuclear deterrent. It called for “more fundamental and meaningful changes”
to environmental protections than ministers have so far been willing to countenance. It said fast-track
planning processes should be introduced for a new generation of SMRs built to standard designs and
that a ban on nuclear reactors in “semi-urban” areas must be rethought.

The Government’s change of approach comes amid growing concerns from industry that regulators are
taking an overly cautious approach to the risks posed by nuclear power stations. In one case, developers
of a planned nuclear power station in Wales were told they would have to install filters to reduce
radioactive discharges equivalent to one fiftieth of the dose from a dental x-ray’.

e This is an abridged version on article which appeared in the Times (11/8/25)



TORIES WANT ON-THE-SPOT
FINES FOR PLAYING LOUD
MUSIC ON BUSES AND TRAINS
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This is an abridged version of an article by Ed Hulford that appreared in the Times 25/8/25

Commuters blaring out loud music from their speakers on Tube trains and buses often reduce other
passengers to sitting in polite silence while suppressing their burning annoyance.

Proposals outlined by the Conservative Party, however, would see someone playing their favourite
music without consideration for others being fined on the spot. Richard Holden, the shadow transport
secretary, has said passengers should not be forced to “endure somebody else’s choice of crap music
blasted through a speaker at full blast”.

Under railway bylaws, passengers are not permitted to sing or play sounds “using any instrument or
equipment” which is to the annoyance of another person. The Tories, however, believe that rail
operators need to clamp down on enforcing these rules and their proposals would see

operators required to issue on-the-spot fines for the offence.

Richard Holden, the shadow transport secretary, said no one should have to endure another person’s
“crap music” played at volume. “Inconsiderate and obnoxious behaviour blights the lives of the
travelling public,” Holden said. “Rail passengers need to see enforcement and swift justice for those who
make people’s lives a misery and bus passengers need the same laws to protect them against this
nuisance.”



There is already cross-party support on measures to restrict loud music on public transport, as the
Liberal Democrats proposed in April that “headphone dodgers” should face fines of up to £1,000 for
playing loud music and videos.

A survey of 2,174 UK adults, commissioned by the Liberal Democrats and undertaken by Savanta, found
38 per cent had experienced people playing music out loud. Their survey found that the bigger issue was
that the majority of passengers don’t feel confident enough to tell disruptive commuters to turn their
music down. About 54 per cent of the respondents to the survey said they would not feel comfortable
telling someone to turn down their music.

The Conservatives have promised to make their proposed changes by amending the Bus Services Bill,
which is going through parliament, by adding protections for passengers on buses. Rather than only
making legislative changes, the Lib Dems have also called for a national publicity campaign, which would
include posters on train platforms and bus stops.

e Transport for London has announced it will be running a poster campaign in crackdown on loud
music on the tube after its survey revealed 70% of people said they found people playing loud music
and making phone calls without headphones a nuisance.

Our Comment

It is widely recognised that Keir Starmer’s Government is running to catch up over immigration and
asylum seekers. Other political parties, along with the general public, are setting the agenda. The
Government is looking leaden-footed. The same threatens to happen in the case of loud music in
public spaces. The public is fed up with it. And the other political parties are setting the agenda.
The Liberal Democrats and now the Conservatives are calling for a crackdown. And we know from
contact we have had with Reform it agrees noise and anti-social behaviour must be tackled. As the
Times article says, people are suppressing their burning annoyance when they are forced to listen
to other people’s mobiles on the buses and trains or when they see youths swaggering though
their local park, hand-held sound-systems blaring at full pelt. Or the souped-up cars and
motorbikes racing up their street in the early hours. Or the all-night party still going strong at 3 in
the morning. People feel intimidated, annoyed at the brazen attitude of the offenders and a
growing fury that the authorities are doing nothing about. They almost certainly see it as part of a
wider trend of people snubbing the authorities....and getting away with it. The shoplifting
epidemic, the theft of mobiles, cyclists going through red lights at speed. It is beyond time the
Government sat up and took notice.




IMPACTED BY NOISE?

Become a Member

We have introduced a new membership scheme.
Members will receive our briefings and reports as well
as invites to our events. No fixed annual fee but we

suggest £20.

Email johnstewart2@btconnect.com for details

Website Address

http://www.uknoiseassociation.com/
Reports, Briefings, Blogs, News
Check it out!

problem!

You can contact:
The Noise Abatement Society
https://noiseabatementsociety.org/

Helpline on 01273 823 850;
email info@noise-abatement.org

Noise Nuisance provides information and
help from experts.
https://noisenuisance.org/about-us/

ASB Help, a charity which aims to provide
information and advice to victims of anti-
social behaviour

Help! Pve got a noise

https://asbhelp.co.uk/noisy-neighbours-noise/

Moisedirect
08453 31 32 30
Independent advice line from noise
professionals

contributions, be it articles or opinion pieces.
Email johnstewart2@btconnect.com

Our blog site is at:
https://www.cutnoise2day.co.uk/
Twitter: @cutnoise

The Bottom Rung is a quarterly journal, edited by
John Stewart. We are always looking for

Listen and Watch!

A selection of watchable noise videos

https://youtu.be/QKrFXZ-0E7w

An outstanding video, shot in London, from our
friends at SoundPrint. How noisy are London
neighborhoods Covent Garden and Soho? Is it
safe to have a conversation in a busy food hall?
Is the public aware of safe noise levels?

https://youtu.be/kFh OdMb5v8
How noise is all around us and silence is hard to
find. Refreshing, fun, watchable

https://youtu.be/FDJY1EuhLwl
Leaf Blowers

https://youtu.be/f7DQ3SgSg0c
Living 1600ft from a wind turbine

https://youtu.be/qd-kOrHS-DM
Traffic: noise from M8 in Central Glasgow

https://youtu.be/NR1ILokkp28
‘Boom’ cars in Manchester

https://youtu.be/G2fDzqqg23Y
Loud music ruins Soho Square in London
(listen first with the sound off)

Bradford noise-detecting camera to crack down
on boy racers - BBC News

Widespread coverage in papers on the roll-out
of noise cameras.

https://youtu.be/dBVCU8xuG9E
When will we start taking noise pollution
seriously?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MGniph-
uPo

A fascinating discussion by campaigners from 4
continents discussing aviation noise. Part of
UECNA’s recent conference: www.uecna.eu

You’ll find more videos on our website.




